
 
 

Dear Members, 
 
The time is here to open the cottage and prepare for another season recreating on beautiful 
Clam Lake. I want to thank you for supporting FoCL in the past and hope you have submitted 
dues for the 2015 membership year, or will be doing so very soon. Your dues support a variety 
of projects to preserve and enhance Clam Lake and its environment. This year our volunteers 
will again focus on improving fishing opportunities, improving wildlife habitat, identifying and 
controlling invasive species, monitoring lake traffic and increasing boater safety and awareness, 
among other projects.  
 
As we have for many years, FoCL will be supporting the very popular Joint Education Events 
(JEE). The event team has planned engaging presentations on topics such as riparian rights, 
boater safety and fishing. Check our website for exact agenda and speakers.  Wine and hors 
d’oeuvres snacks are offered after the presentations. Don’t miss these special events!  See 
important dates listed below.     
 
The fish shelters project team completed eight of the nine permitted sites on Clam Lake last 
year. Wood and other materials have been obtained for one last fish shelter construction “party” 
later this spring followed by the deployment of structures at the last site. Remember you can find 
a link to the locations of all the installed fish shelters on Clam and other area lakes on our 
website! 
 
The artificial loon nesting platform maintained by FoCL volunteers was placed back into position 
at the East end of the lake in early April. After last year, which saw more than the normal 
number of loons on the lake but no nesting or chicks, this year looks promising as loons have 
been spotted using the platform on several occasions. 
 
Many of our members commented on plans by a lake resident on Crystal Springs Rd. to 
construct a new forty by sixty foot boathouse. The DEQ denied the permit application but the 
applicant contested the decision which led to a summary judgment arbitrated by the office of the 
Attorney General. As a result the applicant is still denied a permit to construct a permanent 
boathouse but the AG has recommended that the DEQ grant a permit to install just under 200 
linear feet of dock extending up to 80 feet from shore and place 30 cubic yards of pea gravel 
into the lake for a swim area. FoCL sent a letter to the DEQ and other parties objecting to the 
dock and swim area permit being issued behind closed doors as part of the contested case 
settlement rather than being given major project status and opened to public review and 
comment. 
 
FoCL volunteers will again help with the woody debris project undertaken on Grass River to 
improve habitat and maintain an adequate channel for boat navigation. County Commissioner of 



Dams, Mark Stone, has obtained a permit to add tree structures at up to ten new sites extending 
from the furthest upstream structure installed in 2013 to the confluence with Cold Creek.        
 
FoCL is following discussions by the Forest Home Township planning commission which is 
considering adopting a “Time of Title Transfer” (TOT) Septic inspection ordinance similar to 
what was enacted in Milton Township in 2013. The goal is to reduce the amount of phosphorous 
entering area waterways and this goal is strongly supported by FoCL. However, based on the 
2014 report from Milton Township, it is unclear if the ordinance, which requires inspection and 
pumping and costs property sellers about $500, is actually achieving those goals. 
 
If you are out on the lakes early this season, be extra careful because water temperatures are 
still very low and always wear your life vest. A Bellaire resident and her son learned a hard 
lesson several weeks ago on the waters of Torch Lake about two miles north of Clam River 
when their kayaks overturned. Neither was wearing a life vest and they had to be rescued by 
first responders. The mother was still listed in critical condition suffering from hypothermia thirty 
six hours after she was pulled from the water. 
 
I hope to see you out on Clam Lake this summer or at our annual meeting. If you can, please 
join our team of volunteers or consider becoming a member of the FoCL board of directors, we 
could use you help!  
 
Fred Sittel, FoCL President 
 
IMPORTANT DATES - Check our website for more details 

 
June 16  -  JEE; Rights and Responsibilities on Our Lakes, Thurston Park in Central Lake, 5 pm. 
August 8  -  Friends of Clam Lake Annual Meeting, Alden United Methodist Church, registration 
                  starts at 9:30 a.m., meeting at 10 a.m.  
August 11 -  JEE; Got Fish?  2, Alden Depot, 5 pm 
 
MEMBERSHIP 2015 
 
I wonder how many “Friends” experience a spring fever similar to mine? In March, when we turn 
our clocks forward, my thoughts turn to beautiful up north Michigan and I start checking the high 
and low temperatures in the Bellaire area. Still cold for a San Diego wimp, but the longer days, 
precursors to the warm summer to come, excite me as if I were a small child.  In April, when the 
FoCL web-cam shows evidence the lake is waking up and shedding it’s protective icy crust, I 
grow increasingly anxious. There is a lot to do as I start the yearly routine to prepare for leaving 
our San Diego home for the summer and there are travel arrangements to make. Soon I will 
step out on the dock and greet Clam Lake once again. “Hello, lake, is everything well?” I 
wonder, in the years to come, will our grandchildren and their children have the same 
opportunity to greet a healthy, beautiful lake? 
 
As membership chair, my voice rings out like a broken record, but the work of “guardians and 
caretakers” is a life long pursuit. Friends of Clam Lake is committed to the preservation and 
protection of the lake, which is a treasure we are privileged to enjoy. Time for all “Friends” to 
stand up and be counted for 2015! Please mail the enclosed form with your check. Thank you 
for your support. 
 
Cottie Volle, membership chair  


